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Ocean Legacy Foundation Launches E.P.I.C. Program:  
Education, Policy, Infrastructure & Cleanup 

The Ocean Legacy Foundation launches an international plastic management strategy aimed to support 
ecologically sensitive areas and communities that are in a plastic pollution crisis 

 
The Ocean Legacy Foundation is a Canadian non-profit organization founded in 2014 with the goal to 
end ocean plastic waste. The Foundation is led by co-founder Chloé Dubois and is supported by a board 
of directors, technical advisory committee, government leaders and hundreds of volunteers worldwide.  
 
This year, the Ocean Legacy Foundation designed a plastic pollution emergency response program called 
E.P.I.C., which incorporates a four pillar hands-on approach: Education, Policy, Infrastructure and 
Cleanup to catalyze worldwide action around plastic pollution-free lands and oceans. The E.P.I.C. 
program targets ecologically sensitive locations and communities that have a plastic pollution crisis, as 
well as inadequate management capacity for solid waste and plastic pollution. The program assists with 
the restoration of natural ecosystems for improved human and wildlife health, as well as develops long-
term plastic collection, processing infrastructure and policy to mitigate oceanic plastic pollution sources.  
 
The Ocean Legacy Foundation works with communities that are in a plastic pollution crisis through an 
Emergency Management System (EMS) that incorporates mitigation, prevention, response, and 
recovery measures. The EMS takes a systematic approach towards hazard assessments and strategic 
planning to minimize the impact of risks to marine life, property and the environment. This system 
provides the foundation for coordinating and integrating all activities necessary to build, sustain and 
improve the capability and capacity to mitigate, prepare and plan for, respond to and recover from 
threatened or actual plastic disasters. The EMS is supported by the four E.P.I.C. pillars: 
 

• Pillar 1: Education - The Education pillar provides essential knowledge and skill training 
opportunities for community members, while providing solutions for a plastic free environment.   
 

• Pillar 2: Policy - Our Policy pillar supports communities in advocating for the right policies by 
municipal, provincial and the federal government to reduce plastic waste and pollution at it 
source thus ending plastic pollution in your community.  

 

• Pillar 3: Infrastructure - The Infrastructure pillar develops recycling systems and technological 
solutions for your community to create a plastic circular economy.  

 

• Pillar 4: Cleanups - The Cleanup pillar is action-based engagement that removes plastic pollution 
from the environment to create a cleaner and safer place for your community. 

 
The resulting benefits for the E.P.I.C. program include: 

• Community capacity and employment opportunities; 

• Cleaner and safer ocean and shoreline environments; 

• Landfill waste reduction; 

• Technological innovation; and 



 

 

• Increased public awareness and engagement. 
 
This initiative is receiving an annual fund from Nestle Waters for international operations over the next 
5 years.  If your community is in a plastic pollution crisis or if you know of a community that requires 
assistance with plastic management, please visit https://epic.oceanlegacy.ca and apply through our 
digital portal.  Applications are now being accepted.  
 
Quotes: 
Chloé Dubois, Co-founder and President, Ocean Legacy Foundation 
“The Ocean Legacy Foundation is committed to supporting global citizens and communities ready to 
engage in plastic management strategies and pragmatic action to achieve plastic free lands and oceans. 
We look forward to working with community members in need of plastic management solutions with 
this holistic approach to end plastic waste.” 
 
Learn More:  
The Ocean Legacy Foundation is a Canadian non-profit organization that develops and implements 
plastic pollution emergency response programs and innovative marine debris solutions™ worldwide. The 
Foundation combines sustainable technologies with education and skills training to convert plastic 
waste and plastic pollution into economic value while providing local communities with the tools they 
need to prevent plastic pollution and protect their local environment. Since 2014, Ocean Legacy has 
become world leaders in innovative methods in remote plastic pollution removal, pragmatic policy 
development and processing infrastructure; cleaning in five different countries while engaging hundreds 
of thousands of individuals in plastic pollution awareness and education. https://oceanlegacy.ca/  
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